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Image Description
A 48-year-old man presented at the emergency department 

because of a progressive ulcer (Image A) on the medial left thigh, 
which appeared two months ago. He mentioned weight loss (twenty 
kilograms over 6 months), fever and night sweats for the past three 
months. Physical examination revealed a painless, heart-shaped 
ulcerating wound (length 7 centimeter, width 5 centimeter), fibrinous 
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with necrotic black spots. Laboratory tests show microcytic anemia 
(6 g/dL), thrombocytopenia (126.000/µL) and the presence of blasts. 
Flow cytometry confirmed 31% myeloblasts suggesting acute myeloid 
leukemia, which was confirmed on bone marrow biopt and aspirate 
(Image B). A biopsy of the ulcer showed myeloid sarcoma. Remission 
induction chemotherapy (cytarabin-idarubicin) was started, together 
with local wound care. After four weeks, significant reduction of the 
ulcer size was already observed.

Myeloid sarcoma is a rare neoplastic disease consisting of myeloid 
blasts, described as an extra medullary manifestation of acute or 
chronic myeloid leukemia. 
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